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Rating hither, 
Rating thither, 
No one knowing 
Why or whither. . . - 

LAPUTA is an occasional publication by and. for the Postal 
Diplomacy Raring Commission, a voluntary association of pos- 
tal Diplomacy ratingsrcasters. It is automatically sent to mem- 
bers of the Commission. Interested parties may subscribe (on 
a delayed basis) @ 15c an issue. A copy will also be deposited with the 
Postal Diplomacy Archives in Lebanon IN and with the iioardman Number Cus- 
todian., This issue is Pandemonium Publication #587, edited and published 
by Rod Walker, 4069 Jackdaw St., San Diego CA 92103. Pro tempore,, 

Alpha 9 I am moving. After 20 February 1975, please address all mail 
to me at 1273 Crest Dr. , Encinitas CA 92024. 

Beta, the games rated in "A Ratings Survey" by the DA have finally 
been published < They are as follows: 

1963B ; 1964 A-B, D* 1965 A.-I , K-M, P-U; 1966 A~D, H-I, L~0, R, T , 
Z t AA-AC, AE, AG-AX, AK-AM, AO, AQj AS-AV, AZ, BB-BD, BG, BI-BO; 1967 A-B, 
E t H-J, N-P, T-W, Y~Z, AA-AC, AE-AH , AJ-AL, AG-AU, AW, AZ, BA-BC [bA-Bii 
no data, but will rate], BE; 1968 A-P, R-T, V>«Z, AA-AL, AN -AO, Av, AX-AZ, 
BA-BD* BS-BU, WyBZ, CA-CD. CF-CI , CK.-CM, CP-CQ, CWs 1969 A-H» K-M, 0-P, 
R-S, AB-AD, AF, AY-AZ, BA, BC-BI, BK-BM, BO, BS, IJU-BZ, CA-CB, CD-CE, CG- 
CL, CPs 1970 A-F, H-J, M-N, W-X, AA, AC -AD , AF-AG, AI-AK, AO, AQ, AT-AU, 
AW-AZ, BA-BB, BK-BN, BP-BQ, BS-BT; 1971 A-B, D, F-G, K-L, O-S, W, AC-AD, 
AL» AO-AQ , AT, AZ* BA, BC, BE-BK Ton, not BG] , BS, BJJHtfvY CC-CD, C£*CO, CR, 
DB, PE» EH -Pit DL-DRj DU, DX-DY , EB-EC , EE -EH , EL-EN; 1972 A-C, E-K, N-P, 
U, X, Z, AD-AF* AI-AL, AN-AP , AR, AV-AZ, BA, BP, BH, BP, BR, BU-BV, BX, CD, 
CG, CJ-CK, CL, CN-CP, CR-CT, CV, CY t DD-DK., DU, EA , EC-ED* £0, EU, FL, FO, 
F3C-FY, GD, GJ-GK ; 1973 C, G, J, M, O, AL, AO, M, Bl , BQ, BV-BW, CA-CC, 
DH i DX, FB, FY, GKi 1974 R. 

The BA claims knowledge of a game called 1967BG. Anybody know about 
such a game? 

G;i me s which the DA may also rate, Once it gets game charts i 1964E; 
1965 V? *966 S~F, K» 1967 BDi 19691s l970flUv Mi 1971 Y, AA. 
; Please update your copy of LAPUTA 6 to tef Xcet this dd£tt«.'v 

' Gamma * I have hearxS from the Boardman Number Custodian regarding my 
list oxTScai gtfraes in LAPUTA KK Ho advises we should, add 197^*T. He 
al$o aoVises; we T #hoat<d «<W -1966W £however> this game .wa^ .also partly FTF* 
whidh- ; f^th»r-'diis^i^llfie0 -ir-in all rating fiyst^asj^r,, : | ^ ' 

.Doug advises he has no information on whether ri&eifoWowihg games 
ard actuatl^ a^lr 1973PX* i973GB> antf 1924Jt?» ; ; Any9ne? ; v 

in ^jrtaxiy^ D8ag aates we should delete the foUowtne gijroe^ from that 
tist; ; i nave* &me ( - ^-^rp^; m . . . ' 

3t229^^^ n Ittn^^lBUt*' loc«l» i / i As-<: J vlPt>oul^ 0 iKa^jw^ Jhe^players 
wdite $1% 'sleudihtS ttGSW**"-' Not- only tbAt.* N* r «Pat ^ c ,^he,.j^^6tiations 
^t^M'TtF^A^Xt^bt^^ UP*& bfttQ&i^ As Boardmiia Num^r custodian, I 
n?8lectaaf*o b ^ .Jftut it was. 

wJStflKBIiMOT^^ <n#<*^^not3ir>n IfiWfili|ie<l the Board- 
Fxfn»rWSw?nf%' j ' tsm^tA^i^^'-i^y^B^! the same was 

P/- ,iI j^%tei^tWSS-' KH'-'lS , anit 16, Ute >^NC declared that 

sTw^x^lTOaiV ^Hictt a^eias to be confirmed by the player lists, 
pii have further information? 
1973SY * '~'Ma»ti this number was assigned in EyfiRYTHJNG 9, Conrad said 
xt was d'Toenl game. Is this not true, Doug? Please advise. 
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Orae^u OK j on to the main issue? local rnroes * X would gather that 
no roe ruber of the Commission rap.ar^s r-;;;;::c:; i\s rataiblo if they are local; 
that is, "local" games do not qualify as "postal". However," it seeias to 
be appropriate to take a formal vote on this, and that' will be trie first 
item on the enclosed ballot. Although our Constitution is still up in the 
air, we will use the voting criterion which everyone seems to have accep- 
ted; namely, two negative votes will defeat the question of excluding "lo- 
cal" games from the SRfio 

The next question is, what are "local" games? X have received no 
outside input on this question, other than a note from John Mirassou 
stating that local games are games in which the players all live in the 
same area, I have had no outside input forwarded to me from other mem- 
bers of the Commission. I have input from the members, however* 

Doui> Beyerlein; This problem of local games is a bigger mess than it 
first may appear* In assigning Board man Numbers for new games. I have been 
asking for addresses of the players to help determine in some cases whether 
or not I should give the game a local designation. Where some confusion 
still exists I have written to the GM asking for more exact information^ 
Typically I hear that all players live within a 3 U -mile radius or something 
like that. In one game all the players live on Long Island except for one 
in New York City. Is the game then local? X would like to see a defini- 
tion of local that can be used without having to go to the trouble of find- 
ing out if every player lives within a 35c call or if there is habitual 
personal contact* But I agree that a definition is needed. A second 

problem with the rating or not of quasi~local games is how does one handle 
a game that started as local and then accepted replacement players into 
the game who were definitely not local? Does the game then become non- 
local and thus rateable? A can of worms if I ever saw one, Anyway 3 
as Custodian, I am the one who has to sift through the facts of the situa~ 
tion and then make at least an initial decision whether to call the game 
local. In all cases I will try to present all of the background data, but 
X suspect that in most cases you as ratings keepers will default the deci- 
sion to the Custodian. But as far as I am concerned, the sooner this prob- 
lem is hashed out the better it will.be for all of us- 

Rod Walker « This is an amplification of Doug*s comments r He does 
not exaggerate the difficulty of the problem. I can recall one game in 
which 6 players lived in one town, and the 7th in another state. There 
are going to be shadowy areas no matter what we do* Hopefully, we can 
make a start and go from there, making decisions as doubtful cases arise-- 
such as Doug's example from the NYC area* My own inclination is that the 
game is definitely looaly but.... 

Len Lakofka s If the several players have access to one another via 
phone (same area code) or via FTF play then the game is "local", meaning 
that phone contact (at an inexpensive rate) or physical contact is possible 
among ALL of the parties* Obviously this is fraught with danger. We could 
have cases where "home" address will not show true ability to contact the 
others --e.g » f we could have players in New Jersey, New York, and New Eng- 
land who might all work (go to school) in New York. City 's area code. T&e 
i>aroe is true of southern Wisconsin, Chicago, eiv* t$©^ 
Indian. ** We must find a definition, h©wevear ; > a«£ve know there can be 
exceptions. If ell the players have qcceas to phone© within the same:, 
telephone area code the game will be defined as being "local" • "£o~ 
cal" games- are not rateable, yet we hjtive overlooked Xj>erhaps on purpose) 
pei-soris with.acceas to a WATS line. If a. person 'has access to phones at. 
worR the entire country becomes "local' 1 to ninu Yet % -fchiftk we 'are. ^ defin- 
ing games in which a grout) of friends who are in f rquent live and/or phone 



contact are ploying and it is t : iose gameg we find "unrateable" * 

Rod Walke r t Again, a retimphasis. Len has hit the nail on the head-- 
we are not goin*> to be able to ferret out every "local" go me that was. We 
can hope to arrive at a reasonable definition and to detect most instances. 
But no doubt some games which were actuall "local" will remain in the 
rating lists. It also seems to me that in the future some effort may be 
made to disguise the fact that this or that game is local. However, if 
we advertise our need for precise information widely enough, players who 
did poorly in such games can be counted on to "spill the beans" to one of 
us. 

Walt Buchanan sends along his definition of a "local game" from HtA» 
#76; this xs, essentially: " games where the players may negotiate without 
resorting Xo long distance phone calls". 

What follows is a listing of the issues involved in "local" games, 
so far as I can determine them. These will also appear on the ballot, iind 
the same voting procedure will apply: two negative votes will suffice to 
keep an item from being part of our official definition of a local game. 

1. Proximity # The pliiyers live, work, or go to school in the same 
locale, such that they can negotiate FTF or via local telephone calls* 

2. .__ Metropole^ The players live, work, or go to school in the same 
metropolitan district (such as Washington-Baltimore, New York-Long Island- 
Newark, Chicago-Gary, Greater Los Angeles, &c). 

3 . Area Co de > The players live within the sarae area code (or work, 
or go to school) . 

4 . Timing , If all the players are "local" with respect to each other 
for the whole game , the game is of course local. However, what if this 
situation pertains only to part of the game... in the situation Doug mentions 
or one mn/.which the game starts out not being local but winds up a local 
gatne because the GM depends on local replacement players? If a partially 
local game is local, what tirae period suffices to make it so? Any time at 
all? A majority of the game? What? I will list the most probable choices 
on the ballot. Please vote "yes" or "no" on each one- -they are not mutual- 
ly exclusive . All time limits which areceive the ABO vote will be used-- 
which, in effect, means the shortest one will be the standard > 

5 ■ ^Numbers ■ If all 7 players are local, then the game is. However, 
whqt if <> of the 7 are? What about 5? I will include a listing of pos- 
sible combinations of local/nonlocal players down to 4/3 on the ballot* 
Again, vote for each one you would accept as "local". 

6, Specific Games , Refer to the list in LAPUTA » Add 1973HX. 
Delete (for the moment) 1973BY, DX, GH, and 1974P„ Vote "yes" or "no" 
on the ballot, and if you vote "yes", please indicate any games on the 
list which you regard as exception s . A game which is ^excepted" by 2 or 
more members is deleted from the "local" list* 

7. FTF games * These are also, in a sense, "local", although they 
are not postal games by reason of having been played in whole or in part 
FTF. My current list of such games includes* 1963C; 1964E; 1966G, Q, W, 
BP; 1967F # BF| 1968CU; 1969BJ, BQ, BT; 1973CA. Please note ballot section, 
list exceptions, and let rae know if you have any additions. 

Side Note ? I am abandoning my previous usage of the M 3-year rule". 
In both of my rating systems, a player is the player of record if he is 
either the original player or played the country for not fewer than a ma- 
jority of the seasons the entire game lasted (there can thus be two players 
of record)* (Lest anyone suggest I am doing this out of some personal 
interest, let me observe that this ruling negates one of my own wins.) 

thoity. . * 



PDRC Ballot #3 9 February 1975 
YES NO 

1, Local games should be excluded from the SRB. 

2» A game with 7 local players by the "Proximity" rule is 

local v 

3« A game with 7 local pleiyors by the "Metropole" rule is local. 

_ . 4. Same, the "Area Code" rule. 

_^ 5. A gunte is local if it is "local" for part of its duration.. 

~ ... 5a o At any tirite during the game. 

, . .^. i[rT 5b. For 3 or more game-years. 

5c m For 1/3 of the game or more. 

. i 5d. For a majority of the game T s seasons* 

- 5e. If the game begins as a local game* 

5f. If the game ends as a local game, 

_ rn __. 6. A game is local if a portion of its players are "local" with 

respect to each other • 

_^ 6a. 6 of the 7. 

6b, 5 of the 7- 

w __ n _ 6c. 4 of the 7, 

7. The games listed as "local" in LAPUXA 10, plus 1973HT, minus 
1973BY, DX, G£, and 1974P, are local games. 

Exceptions: 

7a. I regard the following as local: 

1973BY 1973DX 1973(25 1974P 

8. The games listed in tAPUTA 13 as FTF games are FTF/local 
guises and should be excluded from the SRB. 
Exceptions : 



Other games known to me as "local" or "FTF" are: 



T5ate5 (Signature) 

Please return to Rod Walker by 28 February 1975. Mail to: 1273 Crest Dr« , 
Encinitas CA 92024. If mailed before 20 February, raeil to ray old address. 



